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Agenda for this morning

● Welcome - Mr. Evan Barth

● Trip wrap-up and looking forward - Ms. Alison Ung

● Adolescent development - Dr. Melinda Gonzales

● Academics and Questions from you - Mr. Barth



Grade 6 trip to Camp Newman in Santa Rosa
Alison Ung, Assistant Division Head



Trip Goals
● Academic Learning 

○ History and Culture: 
■ Camp Newman as a Jewish Site 
■ Indigenous culture through Kule 

Loklo and a guest speaker
● Joe Salinas - Southern Pomo 

and Coast Miwok tribes 
○ Science: Fire ecology, local wildlife, 

earthquakes impact

● Social Learning
○ Teamwork
○ Communication
○ Problem Solving

● Personal Growth
○ Challenge by choice
○ Independence



Looking Ahead - 7th Grade Trip
● California Explorations

○ Working CA Farm
○ Hiking at elevation
○ Ancient and enormous trees
○ Trip to Manzanar

■ Site of Japanese Incarceration Camp
○ Kayaking in Monterey Bay

● What to expect
○ More details in our Spring trip meeting
○ Registration and roommate sign ups in late Spring
○ Hotels, not cabins
○ Still no cellphones or smartwatches



Classroom Connections
6th Grade:

● Guest speaker for Community Time
○ Eddie Madril - Pascua Yaqui tribe, SFSU 

Professor on American Indian Studies

● Student presentation on Jewish 
symbolism at Camp Newman

● Plate Tectonics in Science class
● Discussions and reflections on the trip

7th Grade:

● Summer Reading: Analysis and 
assessment in English class

● Historical analysis of racism across 
the medieval world with modern 
connections in History class

● Discussions and connections on 
the trip



Trips / Global Education
● Greece - Trip Lead, Mr. Hirota
● Peru - Trip Lead, Mr. Janda
● Costa Rica (Spanish immersion), Trip Lead, Sra. Pinzás

Future International Trips: 
Information/applications will be sent out later this year (typically 

in March)!



Adolescence & Parenting
Dr. Melinda Gonzales, Counselor



Goal of an adolescent ..leave 
childhood behind, establish 
independence, make new social 
connections

And yes this is normal …

Goal of parenting...listen, be calm 
when they are not, don’t rush to fix, 
create a safe space for sharing and 
conversation

The relationship matters…what 
you say and how you say it matters, 
this will last a lifetime



Growth & change will happen…be 
patient, the adolescent brain is working 
hard, parenting is a marathon not a sprint

Parenting Resources…
Counselors available anytime

Ms. Kara Seeger A - L
Dr. Gonzales M-Z

ISACS Speaker Series
Common Ground Speaker Series
LIFE Parent Coffee at Boynton

11/18 - The Power of Showing Up
12/2 - Watch Party - Helping Kids 
Thrive in the Age of AI



Academics and Questions from you
Evan Barth, Division Head



6th grade academics

● 6th graders have long (90 minute) class meetings the 

last week in December

● These may include regular unit tests

● Cumulative semester exams do not begin until 7th 

grade.

● OLSAT last week in December



Student progress

● How does the school know when a student is ready for 

an academic challenge?

○ Thriving – Questions – Anticipation – Grades

● How can a student balance office hours with other 

activities?

● Homework



Online behavior and decisions

● Computer Science class - personal information

● Kid Power (this week)

● Community Time speaker

● Health class

● Parents



Artificial Intelligence

● Future-Ready
● Learning-First
● Safety Conscious
● Integrity-Focused

● Ethical 



Health classes

● Grade 6 curriculum (a one-quarter class)
○ Nutrition and Physical Activity
○ Growth and Development
○ Personal and Community Health
○ Injury Prevention and Safety
○ Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs
○ Mental, Emotional, and Social Health

Gr 7: Continuation of 

these topics, m
ore 

learning on alcohol, 

tobacco, and drugs

Gr 8: includes a sex 

education unit

 



Parent information

● Isaacs and Common Ground (and LIFE Parent Coffees)

● Long term perspective: “Harker College Matriculation”



ISACS and Common Ground



Growth mindset and helping your child thrive

● Ask about what they are learning, what is going well, 

what needs more work

● Do not focus on grades as an answer - use grades as an 

indicator of where to seek help or where to put in 

energy

● Ask your child about their processes. Gently nudge…
STeP Conferences



Thank you!


