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Jennifer Gargano
Assistant Head of School, Academics



info/register: www.commongroundspeakerseries.org
Common Ground Speaker Series

videos of past events:

PW: 
CGSSvideo2025!

Next up:
Healing the Modern 
Brain: Protecting Mental 
Health & Mental Fitness
Nov. 6 | 7 p.m. | Zoom



Register for all 
webinars
in the Parent Series 
here:
isacs.ws/PS25-26

https://email.isacsorg.myenotice.com/c/eJwczj1uxCAQQOHTQJcVDJixC4o0riPlABY_Y5vECxGMNtePnP6T3kutcki8lewdGlQosyeddrdI8hondHrRVsnTIy0YIkalLGWlso7RYXZgI04RFi2Ld3MyYJKJQCFuGiIobWaFs7DqailcZxv8eIZyycufzD9DmHcBq4C1jJDG43cIWD8-YXoDJ29X6nGvmXmZrJHdf1GtZad-CKvO0L-pP1o_JPvauOwlBS6tboP6qySSTDVU3mp4kv8P3Pbl4S8AAP__vi5NXQ


To Find Past videos, go to Parent 
Portal, Counseling & LIFE Tile

Counseling & 
LIFE Tile here



To Find Past videos, go to Parent 
Portal, Counseling & LIFE Tile



Patricia Burrows
Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion



● Ultimate goal of DEI work is 
for folks to feel that they 
belong and work together to 
create sense of belonging 
community wide

● We want you to feel like you 
belong and to take action 
to encourage belonging in 
others.
 

Patricia Lai Burrows
diversity@harker.org

Office next to Aux Gym on the 
Upper School Campus

mailto:diversity@harker.org


Because true belonging only happens when we 
present our authentic, imperfect selves to the 
world, our sense of belonging can never be greater 
than our level of self-acceptance.

Brené Brown
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What does belonging feel 
like to you?
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https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
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2025-26 DEI Community Events
Thurs., Nov. 20

Upper School Day of Understanding Conference 
featuring Ace Lehner

Mon., Jan. 19:  
MLK Day of Service Activities hosted at Upper School 

Campus 

Wed., Jan. 21 - Fri. Jan. 23
Dr. Walter Greason- Scholar in Residence - spends time 

with TK-12 students

Fri., Jan. 23:
MLK Evening Celebration 

featuring keynote by Dr. Walter Greason 

and performance by 
Oakland musician Kev Choice

Weeks of Feb. 24 - March 6
Celebration of Culture at all campuses

Month of March
Recognition of Women’s History Month at all 

campuses

Week of March 24 - March 27
Neurodiversity Week activities

Sat., April 18
Harker hosts 8th Annual 

Student and Faculty Diversity Leadership Gathering
at Upper School



LIFE Parent Coffee
October 16

8:45-10:30 am
Boynton Cafe

Cultivating Healthy Habits
*Facilitated discussion with Parent LIFE 

team and TK-12 parents

Parent Coffees
September 16

October 16
November 18



Keynote Speaker at Harker’s 
MLK Jr Evening Celebration

Friday, Jan. 23, 2026

Also featuring Oakland 
based Musician, 

Educator, Activist  
Kev Choice



Want to be part of the 
Lower School Culture 
Booth Fair on March 
6?

Click on the QR code 
and fill out the form.



Supporting Your First 
Grader

Lana Truong, K-2 Counselor





Board Games

▫ Taking turns
▫ Following directions
▫ Sportsmanship
▫ Communication skills
▫ Family bonding
▫ Focus & attention
▫ Critical thinking
▫ Teamwork



Additional Resources



Music
Carena Kay, K-3 Music Teacher



What’s Happening in 
Grade 1 Music?

● Children become musical in three ways:

Tuneful - students have tunes in their heads 
and coordinate their voices to sing those 
tunes

Beatful - students feel the pulse of music and 
how that pulse is grouped in twos or threes

Artful - students are moved by music in the 
many ways that music can elicit an emotional 
response



The Musical Workout
● Pitch Exploration (Vocal Warm-up)
● Song Fragments 

○ Echo Songs / Call-and-Response Songs
● Simple Songs
● Arioso (Child-created Tunes)
● Movement Exploration (Movement Warm-up)
● Movement for Form and Expression 

○ Fingerplays, Action Songs, Circle Games, Movement 
with Recorded Classical Music

● Beat Motions
○ Songs / Rhymes, Keeping the Beat with Recorded 

Music
● SongTales



Performances
● Kindergarten

○ Mini-musical by homeroom (Wing It!)
● Grade 1

○ Holiday Show
● Grade 2

○ Holiday Show & Ogre Awards
● Grade 3

○ Holiday Show
● Grade 4

○ Holiday Tour 
● Grade 5

○ Full musical with entire grade level



Save the Date!

Grade 1 Holiday Show
Thursday, Dec. 18, 9 - 9:45 a.m.

Bucknall Theater
Free Admission



Debra Cope
Primary Division Head



Report Cards





Dates to Remember

• Oct 14 = Jim Cogan assembly
• Oct 16-17  = Live Your Life boundaries program
• Oct 20 = K-2 Author Rosanne Parry
• Oct 20 = Parent-Teacher Conference Sign Ups begin at 12:00pm
• Oct 27 = Fall Break Day #2
• Oct 31 = Halloween fun at 10:15am
• Nov 7 = Preston Pollard assembly
• Nov 10 = Trimester 2 begins
• Nov 20 = Parent-Teacher Conference Sign Ups close at 12:00pm
• Nov 24 and 25 = Virtual Fall conference days 
• Nov 26-28 = Thanksgiving Vacation
• Dec 18 = Holiday Show



Thank you for joining us today!


