
Grades 9-12

Course Overview:

This course will offer students an introduction to the Japanese 
language. Throughout the course, students will acquire the 
four basic language skills (speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing) as well as deepen their socio-cultural knowledge of 
Japan.  Satisfactory completion of Japanese I is required in 
order to move on to Japanese 2. 

Goals of Course: 

Students will learn to communicate both in oral and written 
form and to acquire the four language skills.  By the end of the 
year, students should be able to carry on basic, daily conversa-
tions with other learners of Japanese and be able to read and 
write simple essays.  Students will also master all Hiragana 
and Katakana characters as well as 43 Kanji characters and 
are expected to read these characters in literary contexts.  
Cultural aspects of Japan such as geography, food, and tradi-
tional arts are also introduced.  

Texts and Materials Used for Instruction:

• Genki I: An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese 

• Second Edition Genki I Workbook Second Edition 

• CD set for Genki I 

• Audacity (audio recording software) 

• Japanese word processing software

Course Content:

I. Pronunciation

	 A.	 Vowels, consonants, combined consonants, vocal 
inflection

II. Grammar

	 A.	 The copula

		  1.	 Non-past affirmative and negative forms

		  2.	 Past affirmative and negative forms

	 B.	 Inflection of copula

		  1.	 Long form of non- past negative

		  2.	 Long form of past negative

	 C.	 Nouns

	 D.	 Particles

		  1.	 Case-making particles

		  2.	 Sentence-final inflectional particles

		  3.	 Prepositional particles

	 E.	 Location words

	 F.	 Verbs

		  1.	 Non-past affirmative and negative formal forms

		  2.	 Past affirmative and negative formal forms

		  3.	 Invitation form (…masenka)

		  4.	 Suggestion forms (…mashoo/…mashooka)

		  5.	 Dictionary form of verbs

		  6.	 Te-form of verbs

			   (1)	 Expressing request

			   (2)	 Expressing permission

		  1.	 Long form of non- past negative of I- and 
			   Na-adjectives

		  2.	 Long form of past negative of I- and Na-adjectives

	 G.	 Adjectives

	 H.	 Sentence structure

		  1.	 Predicate finality in Japanese sentences

		  2.	 Wa-ga construction (to like)

	 I.	 Conjunctions

	 J.	 Adverbs

		  1.	 Degree adverbs

		  2.	 Frequency adverbs

	 K.	 Counters

		  1.	 For small items

		  2.	 For long, thin objects

		  3.	 For flat, thin objects

	 L.	 WA-GA construction

		  1.	 Liking and disliking

III. Vocabulary Topics

	 A.	 Greeting expressions

	 B.	 Classroom instructions

	 C.	 Numbers 1 – 10,000,000

	 D.	 Names of countries, nationalities and language

	 E.	 Majors

	 F.	 Occupations

	 G.	 Family and people

	 H.	 Foods and drinks

	 I.	 Places and locations

	 J.	 Sports, entertainment and leisure activities

	 K.	 Daily activities

	 L.	 Clothes

	 M.	 Things in the classroom

	 N.	 Travel

	 O.	 Time expressions (minutes, days of the month and 
		  years)

IV. Writing systems (See attached.)

	 A.	 All of Hiragana and Katakana

	 B.	 Kanji
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V. Other

	 A.	 Typing in Japanese

	 B.	 Sending e-mails in Japanese

	 C. Calligraphy

List of Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji Characters Introduced 
in Japanese 1

I. Hiragana

II. Katakana



Instructional Methods and Strategies:

Class is conducted with an inductive and communicative ap-
proach.  New material is  introduced through many examples, 
followed by various types of drills and interactive activities 
that enhance students’ speaking and listening skills.  In-class 
reading and writing are activities used as a means of review-
ing the sentence structures that have already been practiced 
orally.  Pair and group activities are performed entirely in the 
target language; however, grammar explanations and culture 
study are given mostly in English to ensure the students’ 
understanding of the material.   Strategies and materials used 
in class are as follows: 

	 1.	 Lecture
	 2.	 Transformation drills
	 3.	 Substitution drills
	 4.	 TPR
	 5.	 Oral repetition
	 6.	 Oral and written compositions
	 7.	 Oral and written tests and quizzes
	 8.	 Practice in small groups/pairs for oral and written work
	 9.	 Realia
	 10.	Flashcards
	 11.	Dialogues

III. Kanji

	 12.	Games
	 13.	Simulated cultural projects
	 14.	Cultural celebrations, food, holidays
	 15.	Youtube movies, CDs and DVDs
	 16.	Visual aids (photos, posters and slides)
	 17.	Songs
	 18.	Textbook and workbook

Typical Assignments:

The following are assigned to students as in-class activities 
and/or homework assignments.

	 1.	 Workbook exercises
	 2.	 Speaking and listening exercises with the use of 
		  Audacity, Lingt and audio files
	 3.	 Memorization of dialogues
	 4.	 Written compositions
	 5.	 Practice of writing systems
	 6.	 Typing of written work using Japanese word 
		  processing software
	 7.	 Reading assignments
	 8.	 Interviews
	 9.	 Research
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